










































































































































































































































































































































































The Division of Parks and Recreation is in the process of establishing a
policy to deal with manager's residences in state parks. Until a policy is
established, no recommendations can be made regarding size and cost of the
residence. When the policy is established, Rice Lake will be addressed along
with other state parks in which new manager's residences have been recommended.

Cost: Cannot be determined at this time;

Architectural- theme

At present, there is no architectural theme for the park. Because Rice Lake
was established relatively recently (1963), it does not contain any of the
distinctive]y styled park buildings such as those built by the Work Progress
Administration (WPA) in the late 1930's. A1l buildings currently in use are
simple in design and fit well into the landscape. Future construction should
be low in profile and exposed surfaces should be covered with naturally
textured materials; wood, textured concrete or block, and left natural or
stained or painted with earth tone colors. A1l heated buildings will be
designed for energy efficiency and should integrate some of the following
energy conservation features: proper sun/wind orientation, maximum
insulation, earth sheltering, passive and active solar space and water heating
applications and the use of supplemental wood heat.

Maintenance;-operations'and*staffing

Maintenance is an essential responsibility of the DNR, Division of Parks and
Recreation. It is a responsibility that often goes unnoticed by the park
visitor in comparison with new developments. Yet, the park and the DNR are
continually judged by the appearance of the park and its facilities.

The task of providing services to the public and security for park facilities
and resources 24 hours a day, 12 months of the year is monumental. During the

busy season, full-time operation is necessary 98 hours per week (8:00 to 10:00
p.m., seven days a week). During other seasons, there is only part-time

operation 98 hours per week, however, maintenance, repair, and park security
account for many extra work hours. If these responsibilities are to be met,
competent trained personnel are essential.
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There are four basic aspects to maintenance and operations:

Maintaining resources
. Maintaining facilities
Providing services to the park visitors

S N -

Enforcing rules and regulations which protect park visitors,
resources, and facilities

One of the major maintenance problems of parks is the heavy impact of large
numbers of people concentrated in specific locations. These areas include:
campsites, trails, lakeshores, river banks, areas around buildings, and scenic
points of interest. This overuse affects the groundcover and frequently
exposes tree roots to damage from foot traffic. The eventual result may be
erosion slides, disfigured sites, and even danger to park visitors. A regular
maintenance program with adequte personnel, supplies, and equipment controls
damage, thereby avoiding future reconstruction expenditures.

Current staffing in the park includes a full time park manager and a
nine-month park technician as well as two seasonal employees to help maintain
and operate the park during the warmer months when visitation is higher. The
existing staff should be adequate to maintain present park facilities and any
additional ones proposed in this management plan.
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PARK BOUNDARIES
Objectives:

To provide sufficient park acreage to protect and perpetuate the natural
resources and provide the necessary recreational facilities to interpret and

enjoy these resources, without including acreage that would be unreasonable to
purchase. |

Rice Lake State Park was established in 1963. The park statutory boundary
encompasses approximately 1,060 acres (429 hectares) of land and the 750 acre
(304 hectare) Rice Lake. Included in the park is nearly all of Section 12,
all of the E 1/2 of Section 11 south of CSAH 19, all of Section 19 south of
CSAH 19, most of the N 1/2 of Section 3 and most of the NE 1/4 of Section 14,
T 107N, R 19W in Steele County. The park extends eastward into Dodge County
and includes the SW 1/4 of Section 6, and the W 1/4 of Section 7, T 107N,

R 18W. The state owns approximately 735 acres (297 hectares) of land within
the statutory boundary. Steele County owns a 7 acre (3 hectare) parcel and
the Rice Lake Church owns 5 acres (2 hectares). The remaining 313 acres (127
hectaf‘es) are privately owned by eight different 1andowners(5ee mewp Maf),pﬂ)

The DNR, Division of Parks and Recreation can only purchase land or easements
within a park statutory boundary. The state legislature analyzes a proposed
park or park expansion and sets an expansion limit, or a statutory boundary.
The status of land within this statutory boundary does not change. It simply
permits the DNR to talk to an individual Tandowner and negotiate for the
purchase of that portion of land in which the DNR is interested.

At present, the majority of the private land within the statutory boundary is
used for cropland. Exceptions to this include a permanent residence on the
north end of the east arm of Rice Lake, a few seasonal residences on the south
end of the east arm, a few farmstead buildings and a residence on the north
end of the west arm, and the Rice Lake Church and cemetery in the northeast
corner of the park.
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The original intent in establishing the statutory boundary was to include 1land
around the entire lake of sufficient acreage to provide for a varijety of
recreational opportunities and to protect the lake resource. For the present
time and the forseeable future, enough land is in park ownership to do these
things. Another fact to be considered is that the budget of the DNR,
Division of Parks and Recreation for land acquisition has been substantially
reduced. The Division of Parks and Recreation cannot possibly purchase all of
the land that is desirable for park purposes. It must, therefore, prioritize
purchases first acquiring those pieces of land that are essential to the
maintenance or improvement of a park. Such is not the case, at present, with
the private land within the statutory boundary of Rice Lake State Park.

Although it may be desirable to have some of the land in state ownership, it
is certainly not essential.

In the future, the priority for acquiring land within this statutory boundary
may changé. This may be because of unforseen changes in recreational use, or
local land use. It is important that the statutory boundary of the park
encircle Rice Lake as it now does. This will allow the Division of Parks and
Recreation the opportunity to negotiate the purchase of a parcel if its
acquisition becomes more essential in the future.
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information.

March , 1982

The following cost estimates were generated in WGASE

LTEER. These cost estimates are based on current prices and available
As new information is made avaxlable and as new or modified programs arc initiated, revised cost estimautes

will be prepared to more realistically represent costs at that time. This plan is intended to be 1mplemented in ten years.
The phases noted suggest the level of funding to be requested each biennium. But there is no guarantee that this amount
of funding would be received from the Legislature. Therefore, some change to these phases can be expected.
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